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1971 - 1980 
Chancellor Albert H. Bowker 

1980 - 1990 
Chancellor Ira M. Heyman

1990 - 1997
Chang-Lin Tien

>2020
> 1970s - 1990s

1971
University installs asphalt 
basketball court.

Protestors rip out basketball 
hoops and asphalt.

Osha Neumann and Brian 
Thele paint a mural in People’s 
Park that depicts the park’s genesis.

1976>>>
The University allows People’s Park 
Council to build a stage on site.

“People’s Parking Lot” is 
established and provides 
free parking.

1978
The University paves “People’s Parking 
Lot” and establishes a student fee lot. 
Protestors tear it up the next day.

Police presence is removed from site.

People erect tents to live on the 
site.

1979

1981

At People’s Park, 
Catholic Worker 
opens the 
People’s Cafe, 
serving free 
food.

1986
Memorandum of accord 
between the City and the 
University agree that the 
University will lease the east 
third and west third of the Park 
to the City for use as a park. 
Development of recreational 
amenities is allowed.

1989
The City and University agree 
to five years of joint 
management.

UC begins construction of 
volleyball courts. Protests follow.

Food Not Bombs starts 
serving lunch to People’s Park 
residents.

1991
Term of joint management agreement 
ends; jurisdictional responsibility falls 
exclusively to University.

The Chancellor agrees to leave the 
Park as open space on the condition 
that the City maintains it.

1996

1970
The US invasion of Cambodia prompts 
anti-war protests at college 
campuses across the US.

National Guard soldiers fire on 
unarmed students at Kent State 
University, killing four in what becomes 
called the Kent State Massacre.

Microsoft is 
founded.

1976
Apple is founded.

1978
California amends 
Proposition 13 to its 
constitution, capping the 
rate of property taxes.

Ronald Reagan begins his two-
term presidency, which includes 
slashing federal assistance funds.

1989
Berlin Wall falls;
End of the 
Cold War.

1998
Google is 
founded.

1998
Realization of 
Memorial Glade 
on UCB campus, 
designed to honor 
those killed in WWII.

Trish Trip 
and Elvijo 
Dougherty 
paint a 
mural 
depicting 
the people 
of People’s 
Park.

1990

2000s
The Southside Plan is adopted, jointly sponsored 
and prepared by the City of Berkeley and the 
University. It implements policies to improve traffic, 
parking, circulation, economic development, and 
public safety.                           

30,002 students

30,638 students

31,277 students

43,204 students

103,328 population 
102,724 population 

102,743 population

112,580 population 

121,643 population 

2008
Global financial crisis.

Barack Obama is elected president.

UC System President Janet 
Napolitano announces to add at 
least 14,000 student beds 
by 2020 across the UC system.

2016
UC Berkeley announces its goal 
to house 50% of undergraduates 
and 25% of graduates. 

2017

1975
Vietnam War ends.

35,838 students

2016
Donald Trump is 
elected president.

1991  
Foothill Residence Halls

1992  
Beverly Cleary Hall

1995  
Manville Apartments

2000 and 2001
University Village East

 2002
Jackson House 

 2004
Channing-Bowditch 
and Wada Apts

 2005
Christian, Slottman, 
and Towle Halls

2006 and 2008
University Village 
West

2012
Martinez Commons

2018 
Blackwell Hall 

23 total UCB Housing 
projects constructed in the history of UCB

1992
Rosebud Denvo, armed, 
is killed by UCPD as 
she breaks into the 
Chancelor’s house. 

UC Berkeley 
removes 42 
trees to ‘address 
long-deferred 
maintenance.’ 

2018

Berkeley World Music 
Festival (BWMF) is 
officially named to showcase 
performances throghout 
Telegraph Avenue.

2004

1999
The future Berkeley 
World Music 
Festival starts as a 
block party on Durant 
Avenue.

>people’s park

culture of art and expression
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https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/People-s-Park-at-50-A-recap-of-the-Berkeley-13838786.
php#photo-17400385

UC BERKELEY

Unit 3
Unit 1

Unit 2

future people’s park site

http://berkeleyheritage.com/essays/before_people%E2%80%99s_park1.htmlCity of Berkeley, Dept. of Planning & Development, “Shattuck Avenue: Commercial Corridor Historic Context and Survey

1 police 1 protestor

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/jul/06/the-battle-for-peoples-park-berkeley-1969-review-vietnam

https://chemistry.berkeley.edu/history

>1900s

1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 19601870

UCB student population

City of Berkeley population

UC to Berkeley

First Church Telegraph AveRancho San Antonio
1776
Luis Maria Peralta arrives in 
California as part of the Anza 
expedition. Later, in 1820, 
after years of military service 
to Spain, Spain gifted him 
thousands of acres of land, 
called Rancho San Antonio 
(ranches and farmland).

1875 1892

1846

1868

1850

FIRST-WAVE FEMINISM

late 1800s

1895 1948
The City of 
Berkeley adopts its 
first charter.

“Students at Berkeley” 
report is published by the 
UCB Alumni Association 
detailing extracurricular 
needs of student body.

1911
Women gain the right to 
vote in California.

1906
San Francisco 
earthquake.

1919
The Treaty of Versailles is 
signed; WWI ends.

1920
Greater Oakland is 
home to numerous 
manufacturing 
industries.

Indigenous people gain the 
right to citizenship when 
Congress passes the Indian 
Citizenship Act.

1936
Bay Bridge opens.

1941
The US enters WWII by 
declaring war on Japan, 
Germany, and Italy.

1945
The US drops atomic 
bombs on the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki; WWII ends.

1956
Berkeley Long Range Development Plan

UC approves the “Berkeley Long Range 
Development Plan,” stipulating that the 
University purchase land south of the 

campus to build dormitories.

early 1960s
High-rise Residence Halls

Residence halls Unit 1 and 2 are built, 
comprising eight high-rise buildings.

1950
US census counts 
California as the 
second-most 
populous state.

1958
Berkeley 

Trolley 
makes its 

final run.

1960
The California Master Plan for Higher 
Education establishes a three-tier university 
system, serving to focus resources as the 
college-age baby boomers increase demand 
for higher education.

1964
California becomes 
the most populous 
state.

1964 - 65

JAZZ AGE

1967 1968
Residents receive eviction 
notices from the University. 
Existing homes are 
demolished.

1969 - 1971  
Occupation of Alcatraz 
by Native Americans.

People’s Park construction begins
April 20
After remaining vacant for several 
months, people gather and 
begin to build People’s Park. 
People begin living at the site.

April 18
The local alt newspaper, the Berkeley 
Barb, announces “a park will be 
built this Sunday.”

1969
First person on the moon.

The US Selective Service 
System holds lotteries 
to determine military 
conscription.

May 15
04:45
The University takes back the 
Park by surrounding it with 100 
Highway Patrol officers; people 
sleeping in the park are ordered to leave.

12:00
At a rally in Sproul Plaza, student- 
body president, Dan Siegal, calls 
for the gathered people to “Go and 
take back the park.”

May 30

35,000 peaceful protestors march from 
People’s Park Annex – now called Ohlone Park - to 
People’s Park.

1952 - 1958
Chancellor Clark Kerr
UCB’s first chancellor

1958 - 1961
Chancellor Glenn T. Seaborg

1961 - 1965
Chancellor Edward W. Strong

1965 - 1971
Chancellor Roger Heyns

1926 and 1930
Clark Kerr Campus

1929
Bowles Hall

1948  
Clark Kerr Campus

1942
Stern Hall

1960  
Stern Hall, Units 1 and 2

1964  
Unit 3

9,967 students

3,352 students
11,383 students

17,744 students

25,303 students

21,939 students

5,101 population

40,434 population  

13,214 population 

82,109 population 

85,547 population 

113,805 population 

111,268 population 

111,268 population  

www.sasludiek.org/murals.php#

https://www.dailycal.org/2014/02/13/brief-history-berkeleys-trolley-system/
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The Chochenyo / Huchiun 
band of the Ohlone people 
on the territory.

1873

>1800s

GOLD RUSH

BERKELEY timeline

CALIFORNIA 
timeline

US timeline

1969

PEOPLE’S PARK timeline

The City of Berkeley was originally 
founded by developers who viewed the 
land as a prime area for tourists. The 
land was given to the investors from the 
Rancho San Antonio land grant, and was 
incorporated as a city in 1878.

1878

1880
40 students

Map of City Blocks

1917
US enters WWI.

1929 19331924
Black Friday. HOLC begins publishing 

Redlining maps.

1937
Golden Gate 
Bridge opens.

1950s
Urban renewal—when 
privately owned properties within 
a designated area are purchased 
or taken via eminent domain 
by a municipal authority, razed 
and redeveloped neighborhoods 
nationwide.

1950s
Urban renewal 
in CA begins with 
significant projects in 
San Francisco.

CIVIL + GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT COUNTERCULTURE ERA SECOND-WAVE FEMINISM

Telegraph 
Avenue is closed 

to vehicular 
traffic north of 

Bancroft Avenue.

1956

1960
Student 
Nonviolent 
Coordinating 
Committee 
(SNCC) and the 
Students for 
a Democratic 
Society (SDS) 
are founded. 
 
Student Sit-In 
Movement begins.

1961
Civil Rights 
Freedom 
rides.

1962
Cuban 
Missile 
Crisis.

Civil Rights 
Voter 
Registration 
movement.

1963
Medgar Evans is 
assassinated. 

Civil Rights March on 
Washington.

Martin Luther King, Jr. gives 
“I Have a Dream” speech.

President John F. Kennedy 
is assassinated.

1964
Civil Rights 
Movement 
Freedom Summer.

US increases 
military role in 
Vietnam.

Free Speech 
Movement 
student protests 
take place on 
UCB campus.

1965
Vietnam Day Committee formed 
during a two-day-long protest of the 
Vietnam War on UCB campus.

10,000 people march from 
UCB to Oakland to protest the 
Vietnam War.

1966
Black Panther Party is 
founded in Oakland, CA.

Ronald Reagan is elected 
governor of California.

1968
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is assassinated.

Robert F. Kennedy is 
assassinated.

UC BERKELEY

future people’s park site

1964 
On December 2, 
1,500 students 
occupied Sproul 
Hall for several 
days as part of the 
Free Speech 
Movement. 

1965
Malcolm X is 
assassinated.

US begins ground war 
in Vietnam.

1965
Watts Rebellion in Los Angeles.

Allen Ginsberg advocates handing 
out “masses of flowers” in protest 
of the War.

1967
24 Black Panther 
Party members enter 
the Sacramento capitol 
building with guns.

1969
The Black Panther Party 
holds the United Front 
Against Fascism 
conference in Oakland.

1969 
Third World Liberation Front 
strike at UCB leads to the establishment 
of the Department of Ethnic Studies, 
encompassing scholarly programs focusing 
on understudied histories (such as those 
of African Americans, Asian Americans, 
Chicanos, and Native Americans).

>1700s

Tom Dalzell, The Battle for People’s Park, Berkeley 1969, 14.

Tom Dalzell, The Battle for People’s Park, Berkeley 1969.

Tom Dalzell, The Battle for People’s Park, Berkeley 1969.

>1960s

University Housing Constructed (UCB only)

x
1,
0

0
0

x
1,
0

0
0

After having opened in September 1869, 
using the former College of California’s 
buildings in Oakland as a temporary 
home during construction of the new 
campus, the University moved to its 
current site in 1873.

Berkeley’s first church is built 
on the block that later 
becomes People’s Park.

Telegraph Avenue is frequented 
as a regional connector between 
Oakland and Berkeley (primarily a 
horsecar and streetcar route).

The California 
Repubulic 
is created.

California 
becomes the 31st 
state in the US.

UC Berkeley is founded; 
Instruction begins in Oakland 
in 1869. The name Berkeley 
is given to the campus for the 
contributions made by the Irish 
philosopher, George Berkeley.      

By 1900, the church is no longer 
there; instead, the block contains the storefront of 
Shakespeare Books and a few Victorian homes. With 
the new development, the block earns the name, 
“Assessor’s Block 1875.”

Opening of the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad.

1891
The first electric 
streetcar runs along 
Grove Street in Berkeley. 

In the ensuing years, the block 
is divided by Haste Street, 
and becomes primarily 
residential.

Creation of a place for 
people to sit and CHILL!

1850

1916
The City of 
Berkeley adopts a 
racist municipal zoning 
ordinance.

Thousands of 
years of indigenous 
land tenure.

Compromiise of 1850 and the 
Fugitive Slave Act, nicknamed 
the “Bloodhound Law.”

12:40
2,000 people march to 
People’s Park in protest; 
protestor assaults on local police with 
rocks and bottles are met with tear 
gas.  

Before order is restored, a 
total of 729 police officers 
arrive, including the National 
Guard, who use excessive 
force, including “buckshot,” 
a potentially lethal 
ammunition. The National 
Guard remains on site for 17 
days; one man is killed, 
another blinded, and over 
100 injured.

UC Regents approve $1.3 million 
to purchase the land between 
Haste, Dwight, and Bowditch  
through eminent domain. Until the 
housing is constructed, the land will 
be used as athletic fields.

>people’s park

genesis of the University and the City of Berkeley genesis of People’s Park


